The number of presentations within particular disciplines in the Table corresponds almost exactly to their percentage, since the total number of papers and posters was 101, discounting the six presentations on non-snail and non-bivalve taxa (Cephalopoda, Caudofoeata and even non-molluscs: bryozoans and human remains). The land:water ratio was 0.49:1 and the snail:bivalve ratio 1.88:1. For comparison with the other two meetings this year see the other conference reports in this volume. My main impressions are: many very good systematic/phylogenetic papers and some equally good papers on various aspects of mollusc evolution; also very many posters of absolutely top quality; many young people -doctoral studentsdoing very good science and apparently not discouraged by the rather gloomy employment prospect. We stayed in a whole range of places, from a students' hostel to quite posh hotels, scattered all over Ponta Delgada. It did not matter, Ponta Delgada is small and very beautiful, and pleasant to walk in. There were many opportunities to enjoy the weather (which varied), swimming in the sea (warm), the music (late at night at the Marina), the food (which was great) and the local malacofauna (quite a lot of nice creatures). Especially the snailing opportunities were appreciated, and used: some made short trips to grab a few snails, some other people even arrived earlier or stayed afterwards to look for the beautiful Plutonia, Drouetia or Leiostyla. Several cars were rented especially for snailing purposes and it is only to be hoped that some of the Azorean molluscs remained uncollected. A few people went for whale-watching trips and brought back innumerable photos of whale tails (somehow the front of the whale never showed). The Congress excursion went to Furnas -the famous place with hot springs (Fig. 2) ; on the way we saw many picturesque and/or historic places, and after visiting Furnas we had a typical Azorean meal, volcano-cooked or, as it said in the programme "cooked with natural geothermal energy". Apart from the excursion there was an ice-breaker on the first afternoon (with not only an ice to break and a glass of wine, but many good snacks), and the Congress Dinner on the 5th, with a fantastic variety of Azorean foods, and dancing.
Let's hope more malacological conferences will be organised by the Azorean malacologists: the place, the climate, the people and the organisation were 
